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ZARAGOZA
YOUR FIRST RATTLER TRADITION

Zaragoza, Spain, was the town where Blessed William Joseph Chaminade, 
founder of the Society of Mary, took time to reflect on his life. It was a 
place of new beginnings for him. During his time in Zaragoza, Blessed 
Chaminade was inspired to form the Society of Mary (Marianists), an 
order of priests and brothers who eventually founded St. Mary’s Institute, 
the forerunner to St. Mary’s University, in 1852. Blessed Chaminade’s 
experience in Zaragoza parallels the reflection and new direction you will 
experience as you begin your collegiate career. As you make the transition 
to life at St. Mary’s, you will be introduced to the campus, academic 
programs, faculty members, administrators, and other students and their 
families. We welcome you as a member of the University community 
and are happy to discuss questions, concerns or curiosities you might 
have about the experiences St. Mary’s has to offer. This program will 
acquaint you with the University and our academics, social life and spiritual 
resources before classes start. 

The Characteristics of Marianist Universities articulates the common 
elements of the Marianist educational philosophy and spirit. These 
characteristics are:  

• Educate for formation in faith 
• Provide an integral quality education  
• Educate in the family spirit 
• Educate for service, justice and peace, and integrity of creation 
• Educate for adaptation and change  

These approaches to education permeate the St. Mary’s experience, from 
course work to extracurricular events. Zaragoza is designed with these 
characteristics in mind.

Rattler Meet Groups: Small group sessions will be led by Zaragoza Leaders 
who are undergraduate students. Each Rattler Meet Group session will include 
time for the groups to gather and further explore the session topic through 
activity, reflection and conversation.



DAY ONE

F R ID AY,  A U G .  16 ,  2 0 24 
8 to 
9 a.m.

9:15 a.m.

10 a.m.

Zaragoza Check-In 
Registro Para Zaragoza 
Alumni Athletics & Convocation Center (AA&CC), 
Bill Greehey Arena, Lobby

Zaragoza begins here.

New Beginnings and Strong Foundations 
Nuevos Comienzos 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena 

The Rev. John Thompson, S.M., Ed.D., Vice President for Mission

Tim Bessler, Ed.D., Vice President for Student Development  
 and Dean of Students 

Jacqueline Guardia, Andrea Laguna and Obed Martinez,  
 Zaragoza Student Directors

Allow our staff to welcome you and meet our Zaragoza team.

Academic Convocation 
Convocación Academica 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

Academic Convocation introduces new students to the traditions and  
expectations of our academic community. This program instills a sense of 
belonging to the institution and advances the centrality of academic life in 
the St. Mary’s experience.  

Major Connections 
Conexiones Universitarias 
Various Locations

Immediately following Academic Convocation, students will join department 
faculty for additional information on their majors. 

Lunch A: Resident Students 
Almuerzo 
University Center (UC), Diamondback Café 

Your Rattler Home: Commuter Session 
Su casa de Cascabel 
UC, Mengler Conference Room 

Meet with your commuter community to connect and launch your  
St. Mary’s journey.

11 a.m.

12:15 p.m.



Lunch B: Commuters 
Almuerzo 
UC, Diamondback Café 

Your Rattler Home: Resident Session 
Su casa de Cascabel 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

Meet with your respective community to connect and launch your  
St. Mary’s journey.

Howdy! — Rattler Meet Group 1  
¡Hola! 
Various Locations

Get to know your Rattler Meet Group.

Rattler Blessing  
Bendición 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

The Rev. John Thompson, S.M., Ed.D., Vice President for Mission

Join us for an informational session followed by a blessing for students, 
parents and guests.

Hooray!  
¡Hurra! 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

A unique, fun and exciting entertainment event unlike anything you have 
experienced. Begin making new friendships with members of the  
incoming St. Mary's Class of 2024!

Dinner 
Cena 
UC, Diamondback Café

Fangs Out, Hang Out! 
Conoce a tu communidad 
Dougherty, Lourdes and Founders Halls Courtyards

Join us for fun interactive games, activities, music and snacks as   
a welcome to the St. Mary’s community. 

Sponsored by Residence Life

2:45 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

8 p.m.

5 p.m.

1:30 p.m.



DAY TWO

S AT U R D AY,  A U G .  17,  2 0 24 
Check-In 
Registro 
Parking Lot T, Outside AA&CC

Pick up breakfast tacos while checking in for the second day.

Depart from St. Mary’s 
Partida de St. Mary’s

Rattlers at the Ranch 
Cascabeles en el Rancho 
Pedrotti’s Ranch

Get excited and bust a move with your Zaragoza Leaders!

Rattler Meet Group 2: Uniquely U 
Personalidades Únicas

Stephanie Ward, Ph.D., Vice Provost for Student Success and Vocation

Using your customized CliftonStrengths report, this session will guide you 
towards an “aha” moment as you experience new ways to understand what 
makes you unique.

Snack Break 
Botana

Fun and Games 
Diversión y Juegos

Take a break and enjoy various games and activities.

Rattler Meet Group 3: What We Bring to the Table 
Lo que traemos a la mesa

Tim Bessler, Ed.D., Vice President for Student Development  
 and Dean of Students

Stella Silva, Ph.D., Associate Vice President for Inclusive Excellence  
 and University Ombudsman

Our commonalities and our differences form a beautiful mosaic that enriches 
our campus. Let’s take a deeper dive into our lived experiences.

Dinner 
Cena

10:30 a.m.

11 a.m.

Noon

12:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

2 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

5 p.m.



Sunday Mass (Optional) 
Misa Dominical 
Treadaway Hall, Guadalupe Chapel

Check-In 
Registro 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena Lobby

Rattler Meet Group 5: Inside Out...of Your Control 
Dentro y fuera de tu control 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

Tim Bessler, Ed.D., Vice President for Student Development and 
    Dean of Students

St. Mary’s educates for service, justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 
In this session, explore the rights and responsibilities of being a St. Mary’s 
community member.

7 p.m.

11 a.m.

8 p.m.

1 p.m.

9 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

S U N D AY,  A U G .  18 ,  2 0 24 

6 p.m

DAY THREE

Rattler Meet Group 4: Ready, Set, Action! 
¡Preparados, listos, acción!

Hang out with your Rattler Meet Group, while preparing skits that showcase 
St. Mary’s University values and spirit. Skits will be performed during Show 
Up and Show Out!

Show Up and Show Out!   
¡Preséntate y muéstrate!

Depart Pedrotti’s Ranch 
Salida del Rancho de Pedrotti

Movie Night: Inside Out 2   
Noche de Película  
UC, Mengler Conference Room

Enjoy a movie and snacks with your classmates and Zaragoza Leaders.

Sponsored by University Programming Council (UPC)



Rattler Meet Group 6: The Essential is the Interior 
Ministerio Universitario 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

Deacon Albert Sanchez, Director of University Ministry

Saul Polanco, Minister of Retreats and Spiritual Development, 
    University Ministry

Blessed William Joseph Chaminade insisted that while “the essential is the 
interior attention to this most important relationship with God is for the sake 
of the individual’s participation in the mission to bring Jesus Christ to birth in 
my community and in the struggles of the world in my time...” 

Join us in learning the many ways University Ministry can assist you on your 
faith journey during your college experience.

Paletas 
AA&CC, Auxiliary Gym

Rattler Meet Group 7: Secure Steps 
Pasos Seguros 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

David Ott, Chief of University Police Department

Isa Lopez, Interim Chief Information Security Officer, Information Services

Learn the various ways you can be safe and protect not only yourself but 
your belongings and information.

Action and Interaction 
Acción y Interacción 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

Explore campus recreation and all that the AA&CC has to offer. Challenge 
yourself on the rock-climbing wall; play some esports games; take a class 
on kickboxing; join a game of volleyball, basketball or dodgeball; challenge 
your friends to a Just Dance battle and more! Closed-toe shoes are 
recommended. Food will be available.

Sponsored by Rattler Athletics and Campus Recreation

2:45 p.m.

3:15 p.m.

4 p.m.

5 p.m.

M O N D AY,  A U G .  19 ,  2 0 24 

DAY FOUR

Lunch (Optional)

Check-In 
Registro 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena, Lobby

11:30 a.m.

Noon



Rattler Meet Group 8: First-Year Experience (FYE) 
Experiencia de primer año 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena 

Betsy Smith, Ph.D., Associate Dean for the College of Arts, Humanities and  
 Social Sciences, Associate Professor of Political Science, and Project Director  
 of Title V Base Grant

Lindsey Passenger Wieck, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History

Raúl Zendejas, Ph.D., High-Impact Practices Specialist, Title V Base Grant

Learn what fun, new and exciting things are planned for your First-Year 
Experience course. You will also be introduced to some of the FYE mentors.

Rattler Meet Group 9: Sustainable You — Rattler Wellness 
Manteniendo tu salud  
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

Vanessa A. Pena, Ph.D., Executive Director of Student Health  
    and Wellness Programs

Cristina Villegas-Hernandez, LCSW-S, Associate Director of Student    
    Counseling Center

Join Health and Wellness Programs to learn about holistic wellness and 
incorporating self-care practices into your everyday routine in a way that works.

Rattler Meet Group 10: Gold and Blue in Action 
Dorado y Azul en Accion 
Various Locations

Explore the experiences available to you through activities, programs 
and events. Learn about the resources and various campus involvement 
opportunities that will help you stay connected.

Rattler Round-Up 
Feria de Organizaciones Estudiatiles 
AA&CC, Greehey Arena

Meet representatives from our Registered Student Organizations (RSOs). 
There are more than 80 organizations ranging from service-based, sororities, 
fraternities, club sports, honor societies, special interest, academic-oriented 
and more.

Women's Soccer vs. Our Lady of the Lake University* 
Equipo femenino de fútbol 
Sigma Beta Chi Field

Come out and cheer on our Rattlers as they take on the OLLU Saints! 

Men’s Soccer vs. San Antonio Athletic FC*  
Equipo masculino de fútbol 
Sigma Beta Chi Field

Cheer on our Rattlers as they take on San Antonio Athletic FC!

*Free food will be provided. Sponsored by Rattler Athletics

12:30 p.m.

1:45 p.m.

4 p.m.

3 p.m.

5 p.m.

7:30 p.m.



56

Alkek Plaza

The Village at St. Mary’s

Dickson 
Stadium

Intramural 
Soccer Field

Sigma Beta 
Chi Varsity 
Soccer Field

Varsity 
Softball 
Stadium

Intramural 
Softball/Football Field

Greehey Arena

Tennis Complex

The Quad

Pecan Grove

Barrett Memorial 
Bell Tower

Flex Field

ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY CAMPUS MAP

MAP KEY

39 Adele Hall 
31 Albert B. Alkek Business Building
43 Alumni Athletics & Convocation 

Center
Bill Greehey Arena

10 Alumni Pavilion
45 AT&T Center for Information 

Technology
20  Blank Sheppard Innovation Center
23 Blume Library

Cotrell Learning Commons
Starbucks
The Pub at St. Mary’s

37 Bordeaux Hall 
30 Casa Maria Marianist Residence
6 Center for Life Directions
9 Chaminade Hall 
3 Chaminade Tower

Admission Office
7 Charles Francis Hall
41 Cremer Hall 

35 Donohoo Hall  
27 Dougherty Hall 
46 Founders Hall 
34 Frederick Hall 
8 Garni Science Hall
24 Law Administration Building
25 Law Classrooms Building
33 Law Library
44 Leies Hall 
32 Lourdes Hall 
12 Marian Hall 
11 Marianist Residence
21 Moody Life Sciences Center
56 Périgueux Hall 
26 Raba Law Building
2 Reinbolt Hall

Assumption Chapel
22 Richter Math-Engineering 

Center

1 St. Louis Hall 
(Administration)

Business Office
Financial Assistance
Registrar’s Office

36 St. Mary’s Research Center
National Archives, 
Marianist Province of the

United States
18 Treadaway Hall 

Guadalupe Chapel
Recital Hall
University Police

38 University Center
Barnes & Noble at 

St. Mary’s  
Campus Life 
Diamondback Café

Residence hall  
The Village at St. Mary’s 



SAVE THE DATE
ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY

FA L L  2024 E V E N T S

M O N D AY,  A U G .  19
Rattler Round-Up

T U E S D AY,  A U G .  2 0 ,  T O  F R I D AY,  A U G .  3 0
Welcome Weeks

S AT U R D AY,  A U G .  24
Continuing the Heritage Day of Service

T H U R S D AY,  A U G .  2 9
Mass of the Holy Spirit — Opening School Liturgy

T U E S D AY, S E P T.  10
Burgers with the Brothers

W E D N E S D AY,  S E P T.  11
The Lin Great Speakers Series: Beyond Burnout Culture

W E D N E S D AY,  O C T.  2
Marianist Foundation Day Celebration

T U E S D AY,  O C T.  8
The Lin Great Speakers Series: The Eucharist, Miracles and the Shroud of Turin

F R I D AY,  O C T.  18 ,  T O  S U N D AY,  O C T.  2 0
Family Weekend

S AT U R D AY,  O C T.  19
StMU 5k for the Neighborhood 
Rattlerpalooza

W E D N E S D AY,  D E C .  4
Christmas Tree Lighting and Alumni Social



G E T  C O N N E C T E D !  

Student Life 
@stmarysstulife  
 
Residence Life 
@stmureslife 
 
University Programming 
Council (UPC) 
@upc_stmu 
 
Student Government 
Association (SGA) 
@sga_stmu

Career and Professional 
Development Center
@stmucareer 
 
 

 
St. Mary’s University  
@stmarysu   
 
Student Health and 
Wellness Programs 
@stmu_well 
 
Commuting Rattlers 
@stmu_commuters  
 
College Panhellenic 
Council (CPC) 
@stmupanhel

Rattler Success Center 
@stmary_rsc
 
 

 
Community Engagement  
@stmu_engagement 
 
Emerging Leaders 
@stmuemerging_leaders 
 
Inter-Fraternity  
Council (IFC) 
@stmu_ifc 
 
Fraternity and Sorority  
Life (FSL) 
@stmu_fsl

TRiO 
@stmu.trio.sss

Follow these St. Mary's Instagram accounts to get useful information and  
discover cool things happening on campus!



ALMA MATER

The Bells of St. Mary’s 
Ah! Hear they are ringing 

They sing out the bright hope 
Of hearts firm and true.

And while they are ringing 
Our young hearts are singing 

The praises of, the glory of 
The Gold and Blue!

MISSION

St. Mary’s University, 
as a Catholic Marianist University, 

fosters the formation of people in faith 
and educates leaders for the common good 
through community, integrated liberal arts 

and professional education, 
and academic excellence.

The Catholic and 
Marianist University

www.stmarytx.edu


